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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | But surely you must know that the fact of man’s exist- | 


ence in a future state must be as manifest as it is that | 


TO THE EDITOR oF THE he will be punished in such a state. You see then | 
CHRISTIAN REGISTER; that the statement is false, which says, that the fact of 


cur,—Some few weeks past you were pleased to at- | future punishment is as manifest as any proposition | 


tack in a direct manner, the doctrine of Universal Sal- | which relates to the morat character of God or si 


vation, and the doctrine of Calvinism indirectly. It) That you and many others, who are respectable for | 


appeared to me that your hostility to both was too des- | earning and other valuable accomplishments, may still | 


titute of that charity, which alone can render us any | retain the popish notions about a hell in a future state 
better than sounding brass ; and I am sure that many is nothing to be wondered at ; but that you should in- | 
others, whose judgment I respect, were of my opinion, | dulge in publishing what your reason contradicts is sur- 
J replied to your commu oication, in a way, as | thought, | prising ! Sir, it is to be regretted. 
which would have induced you to discontinue the| ‘Phe most which can be made of the arguments, if, 
manner of your opposition, and to engage in the argu- 
ment by the use of candid reasoning, if you continued 
the dispute at all. But in your paper of September 
24, you published over the signature of “A Layman,” 
another attack on Universal Salvation, which does not 
entirely satisfy me that not only chariiy is wanting io 
the writer, but candor also. : 

No tusposition, Sir, is felt to reply to all the particu- 








sinner should be adequately punished in this world 
then it @ollows that every sinner may be so punished. 


Another passage in your communication, which | will 
lars of that lengthy communication, the greatest part here notice is the following : 


of which has no sort of relation to the great question in| 





‘+ After death, man wil] still be an intelligent and a 
dispute, and therefore is an entire Waste of labor and, mora! being; and the character he has acquired in a 
‘ime; but there are several particulars which will | previous state of trial, must decide as to his future 
here be inserted with some remarks ; and « hope is en-| condition, whether happy or wretched. Without sup- 
: Mis a A a ee | posing any positive or arbitrary ptnishment for sin, the 
tertained that you and others may proilt bj a ‘ ‘natural consequence, we see even in this world, is 
The following passage seems Worthy of some n0-! jicery, How is this to be averted, bat by a thorough 
tice. jmoral change of eharacter? The evils of sin in a 
“ The modern doctrine of universal happiness for all ; worldly view, ace not al] or the chief evils which at- 
men alike, however they may conduct, and whatever tend it. ‘Ihese are seated in the mind and affections, 
may be their respective characters; denying a future | and they will therefore remain after the dissolution of 
state of retribution, and all punishment or suffering | the body.” 
herealter, for the most vicious and profligate ; is “4 I am disposed to ask you, in relation to what you 


truly unreasonable and unscriptural, as hardly to met-| 4416 above, how you know that your statements are 
ita serious denial and refutation. No proposition, re-| 


2 ¥ 1 us what will be men’s state and condition 
iating to the moral character of God, or the moral na- | true? You tel 


o* ath.?? ion i > 
ture of man, can be more manifestly unfounded and | ‘‘ after death. My question is, how do you know 
absurd.” Did you ever die and go into another state and there 


In the foregoing passage it is positively asserted, live long enough to acquaint yourself with the moral 
that ‘*no proposition, relating to the moral character | condition and prospects of people in that world? and 
of God, or the moral nature of man, can be more mani- have you returned to this world for the purpose of giv- 
festly unfounded and absurd,” than the denial of pun-| ing its inhabitants information ? Ifso, there is no need 
ishment in a future state of existence. This is the sim- | of any further use of the Alcoran! Furthermore, Sir, 
ple amount of what is there stated. Now, sir, if you your statement is very deficient ; for you say that **Af- 





have the least share of modesty, or any claim to can-;ter death, man will still be an inteligent and moral | 


dor, you will, az I think, recall this statement. being ; and the character he has acquired ina previous 
Suppose, Sir, that some person should publish, that state of trial, must decide as to his future condition, 
it was his opinion, that true wisdom, in God and in man, | whether happy or wretched.” Here, if 1 do not mis- 


assertions, without proof can be called arguments, used | 

to prove a future state of punishment, amounts to as 

| much as to say, that it is impossible with God to pun- | 
ish any being for sin, according to justice, in the state 


in which sin is committed. If it be possible that one | said of the character of his son Solomon, who did build 


_the temple of Jehovah; for although he acted worthily 


| the fore part of his reign, he degenerated at last down 
to vile idolatry. 


naturally leads to all conceivable folly ; that the more 
knowledge any being possesses the less that being 
knows, and the more merciful any being is, the more 
cruelty that being will manifest and exercise towards 
all who are within that being’s power; would you 


take, you are incorrect. Not that / know any thing 


‘about a future world; but you say ‘* man will still be | 


an intelligent and a moral being.”” This supposes that 
he will be such a moral being in the next state of ex- 
istence as he is in this. But, Sir, man is not sucha 








think such a writer serious, or would you spend your | moral being in this state as you say he will be in the 
time, and devote the columns of your paper to refute | next; for in that state he is to be happy or miserable, 
him, pretending that his opinions were dangerous to | not according to what he does there, but according 
society ? ‘to what he has done in a previous state of existence. 

Sir, Thave no doubt but you have sense enough to | But it is an acknowledged fact that man is happy or 
know, that statements, such as are here proposed, are | miserable in this state, not according to what he did in 
“more manifestly unfounded and absurd ;’? than the }some former state, but according to what he does in 
honest, sober opinion of many, who are of good un-|this world. And not only so, but in this world, this 
derstanding, that punishment for sin does not extend | moral being, if a sinner, is called on to repent with the 
intoa future state of existence. If you know as much | promise of pardon, and an assurance, that, in case of 


as this, can you be honest and not recall the statement | reformation, his former transgressions shall be remem- 
which you have published? Permit me to ask you, if, bered no more. But according to what you affirm, for 
you think, that the fact of man’s having an existence | you do not suggest it as your opinion, there is no privi- 
in a future state is as manifest, as it is, that honesty is ‘lege after death for a man to repent and reform his 
better for society than fraud and deceit ? You will an- | conduct. No, he must be happy or miserable, in that 
‘wer this question in the negative, mest certainly.— ! world, according to what he has done in this. 





= _ —< = oe ee eee 


There is another particular in which the informa 
tion you give concerning what will be after death, is 
by no means satisfactory. You say; * After death 
man will be,” &c. By this you must be understood to 
mean all mankind. But you are sensible that there 
are vast multitudes of human kind, Who do not live in 
this world long enough to form moral characters, but 
die in infancy and childhood. Yet you allow them no 
happiness or misery in the future world, which is not 
decided by a “ character acquired in a previous state 
of trial.” And there is another question, which your 
statement leaves altogether in the dark. Men form 


| different characters fa thi: worl’. That is, one man 


forms different characters. Some part of the life of Da- 
vid, king of Israel, was good, but another part was ex- 
tremely bad; and even his general character was such 
that the divine Wisdom directed that he should not 
build the house of God. As much, perhaps, may be 


Saul of Tarsus also was a most un- 


reasonable and mad persecutor of Christianity for some 
_time and afterwards a faithful apostle and disciple of 
| Christ. 


Now, Sir, what you say about what will be 
after men are dead, gives us no account how these dif- 


| ferent characters in the same men are to affect them in 
| the future world. If you know any thing about that 


world, why do you not state the whole in a clear man- 
ner? but if you are as ignorant as others abovt that 
state, why do you pretend to state any thing about it ? 

The communication to which I refer is signed ‘ A 
Layman,” but it is written in the style of a supersti- 
tious, fashionable clergyman, who depends on the ig- 
norance of people, and that assisted solely by supersti- 
tion, to obtain the least credit to his dogmas. Sir, it 
mortifies me to find that all the liberality and spirit of 
candid inquiry professed by a certain class of profes- 
sors, who seem desirous of arrogating to themselves 
the title of liberal and rational christians should all be 
found to constitute nothing which is any more like 
philosophy or the gospel than the vague doctrines of 
Mahomet. 

There seems to be something of an impious char- 
, acter in those representations which ignorant men of- 





|ten make concerning a future state. If the subject 
_could be demonstrated by any of the powers in mathe- 

matics, or in any other way equally satisfactory, it 
| might justify our speculations ; but as it has pleased our 
| heavenly Father to give us no further information than 
| to bring life and immortality to light through the gos- 
pel, there is but little satisfaction, for the rational 
mind, in those representations, concerning a hereafter 
state of sin and misery, and a state of happiness exclu- 
sively for a few, who in this world thank God that 
they are not like other men. 

To conclude: If you, Sir, or any who pretend to 
support the doctrines defended in your paper, will un- 
dertake to prove a future state of sin and misery for 
man, by any other arguments than mere disgusting as- 
sertions, due attention shall be paid to such respectful 
labors. Hoping to see your honest recall soon, I re- 
main yours in sincerity. H. B. 





—_ 


Just Published and for Sale at this Office, 


A SERMON, delivered at Hartford, Con. on Wed- 
nesday, Aug. 18, 1824, at the Dedication of the new 





Universalist Meeting House. By H. BALiov, of Bos- 
ton, Text, Haggai ii. 6, 7. 
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cen | his hand on his breast, and devoutly swore that he told 
THE FROLICKSOME DUKE. him nothing which he did not believe on good evi- 


The late duke of Montague was remarkable for: dence to be true. 
achievements of wit and humor, which he conducted| When word was brought that dinner was served, 
with a dexterity and address peculiar to himself. In! the captain entered the dining room with great curi- 
one of his rambles he observed that a middle aged man, ! osity and wonder, but his wonder was unspeakably in- 
ia something like a military dress, in which the lace creased when he saw at the table his own wife and 
was much tarnished and the cloth wore thread ur children. The Duke had begun his frolic by sending 
appeared at a certain hour in the Park, walking toand for them out of Yorkshire, and had as much if not 
ok the mall with a kind of mournful solemnity, of more astonished the lady than he had her husband, | 
ruminating by himself on one of the ATTY without whom he took care that she should have no opportuni- | 
taking any more notice of the gay crowd that was mov- ty to send a letter. 
ing about him, than of so many emmets on an ant-hill, i is much more easy to conceive than describe a 
or atoms dancing in the sun. meeting so sudden and extraordinary; it is sufficient | 

This man the Duke singled out as a fit object for a' ¢, say that it afforded the highest entertainment to the | 
frolic. He began, therefore, by making some inquiry | Nuke, who at length with much difficulty got his 
eoncerning him, and soon learned that he was an Un-' suests quietly seated at the table and persuaded them | 
fortunate poor creature, who having laid out his whole | to fal] to, without thinking of yesterday or to-morrow. 








stock of money in the purchase of a commission, had | j¢ happened that soon after dinner was over, word was. 
behaved with great bravery in the war, in hopes of) brought to the Duke, that his lawyer attended about 
preferment, but upon the couclusion of peace had been | come business to his Grace’s order. The Duke willing 
reduced to starve upon half-pay. This the Duke | to have a short truce with the various inquiries of the 
thought a favourable circumstance for his purpose ; captain about his family, ordered the lawyer to be in. 
but he learned upon further inquiry, that the captain ' troduced, who pulling out a deed that the Duke was 
having a wife and several children, had been reduced | io sign, was directed to read it, with an apology to the 
to the necessity of sending them down to Yorkshire, company for the interruption. The lawyer according- 
whither he constantly remitted them one moiety of ly began to read, when to complete the adventure, 
of his half-pay, which would not subsist them nerrer and the confusion and astonishment of the captain and 
the metropolis, and reserved the other moiety to keep | his wife, the deed appeared to be a settlement, which 
himself upon the spot where alone he could look for) the Duke had made upon them of a genteel sufficiency 
an opportunity of obtaining a more advantageous situ- for life.—Having gravely heard the instrument read, 
ation. These particulars afforded new scope for the | he signed and sealed it, and delivered it into the cap- 
Duke’s genius, and he immediately began his opera- | tain’s hand, desiring him to accept of it without com- 
tions. |pliments: ‘*for,”? said he, 1 assure you it isthe last 

After some time, when every thing had been pre-/ thing I would have done, if I had thought I could have 
pared, he watched an opportunity, as the captain was employed my money or my time more to my satisfac- 
sitting alone, buried in his speculation, on a bench, to| tion in any other way.” 
send his gentleman to him with his compliments, and | 
an invitation to dinner the next day. The Duke hav- | 
ing placed himself at a considerable distance saw his 
messenger approach without being perceived and be- 
gin to speak without being heard; he saw his inten- ' 
ded guest start at length from his reverie, like a map 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


CIRCULAR OF THE CONVENTION IN 1824. 


To the Ministers of the Gospel which God preached | 
to Abraham, saying, ‘* In thee shall all nations be 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


of others, by brethren in the min 





frighted out of a dream, and gaze with a foolish look 
of wonder and perplexity at the person who accosted 
bim, without seeming to comprehend what he said, or 
believe his senses, when it was repeated to him till he 
did. In short, he saw with infinite satisfaction al] 
that could be expected in the looks, behaviour and at- 
titude of a man addressed in so abrupt & unaccountable 
a manner; and as the sport deepened upon the man’s 
sensibility, he discovered so much of that quality in strik- | DEARLY BELoveEn, 

ing the first stroke, that he promised himself success} Pursuant to a custom coeval with the establishment | 
beyond his former hopes. He was told, however that | of the General Convention, we address you from the 

the captain returned thanks for the honour intended | fulness of our hearts, that ye may be partakers Pn, 
him, and would wait on his grace at the time appoin- | Joy: ** By the good will of him who dwelt in the bush,” | 
ted. we have been favoured with another annual meeting, 

When he came, the Duke received him with partic- | and it was truly *-a time of refreshing trom the pres- 

ular marks of civility, and taking him aside with an ence of the Lord.”? From the commencement of the 

air of great secrecy and importance, told him that he | body, there has, probably, never been a more cordial 

had desired the favour of his company to dine ; chiefly | and profitable season experienced. ‘The angel of 
on account of a Jady who had long hada particular re-|the Lord came upon us, and the glory of the Lord 

gard for him, and had expressed a great desire to be | shone round about us.” The meeting was well atten- 

in his company,which her situation made it impossible | ded, and the brethren appeared to be “‘ of one mind 

for her to accomplish without the assistance of a friend! | and of one spirit,” and determined, by the grace ol | 
that having learned these particulars by accident, he | God, to * strive together for the faith of the gospel.” | 
had taken the liberty of bringing them together; and | No root of bitterness sprang up among us, to choak | 
added, that he thought such an act of civility, what-|the good seed of the kingdom. No inclination is felt 
ever might be the opinion of the world, could be no|to exaggerate in describing the harmony and happi- 
imputation to his honour. During this discourse the | ness of the occasion, and that we do not, will appeai 
Duke enjoyed the profound astonishment and various | from the minutes, which are a brief and faithful detai: 
changes of confusion that appeared in the captain’s | of the transactions of the meeting. Investigation an‘ 
face, who, after he had a little recovered himsclf, be- {discussion were unavoidable in some parts of the busi 

gan a speech with-great solemnity, in which the Duke] ess; but during the whole session, there was not, it 
perceived he was laboring to insinuate,in the best man-| is believed, a sentiment expressed, nor a sentence ut- 
ner,that he doubted whether he was vot imposed upon.| tered, but with the purest motives, and ina temper 
and whether he ought not to resent it; and therefore; compatible with the spirit of the gospel. The letters 


blessed; to the faithful in Christ Jesus, who be- 
lieve in ‘the restitution of all things, which God | 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets | 
since the world began ;” and tothe ransomed of the 
Lord, whithersoever scattered abroad, to whom this | 
epistle may come, the Gene:al Convention of Uni- ' 
versalists sendeth Greeting 





























to put an end to his difficulties at once, the Duke laid| sent from different Societies, and the accounts given 
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istry, who have la- 
boured with them in word and doctrine, were encour. 
aging to the lovers of “the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Notwithstanding the various causes which obstruct the 
free course of the real gospel, it unquestionably pro. 
gresses in a degree hitherto unparalleled. New Soci- 
eties are formed, and houses for publick Worship are 
erected, or are erecting in almost every direction,— 
The odium, which superstition has, for ages, attach- 
ed to a profession of faith in “* the common salvation,” 





‘is rapidly dissipating under the renovating influence 


of * the Sun of Righteousness,” who has risen, and is 
still rising upon thousands,‘ with healing in his wings,” 
Preachers of splendid acquirements, who have hereto. 
fore zealously laboured to disseminate the traditions of 
men, and young men of promising talents and virtues 
are constantly entering the ministry of universal recon- 


ciliation. Our Master seems to be rapidly hastening 


the time, when ‘‘a little one shall become a thousand, 


The difficulties 


and a small one a strong nation.” 


which, for a long time, partially suspended, or embit- 
‘tered the intercourse of some brethren, are, by the 


grace of God, amicably, and it is believed, effectually 
adjnsted ; and a spirit of union and peace pervades, 
in a good measure, the whole order. ‘These difficul- 
ties, though a subject of much regret at the time, will 
undoubtedly eventuate in the consolidation and per- 
manency of the general connexion. They were prob- 
ably, designed by our heavenly Father, as a course of 
salutary disciple. ‘They formed, under his superin- 
tending hand, a wecessary and useful trial of cur fuitb. 
The termivation of them in a cordial, and a firm fel- 


lowship, will show to ourselves and to the world, that 
the doctrine in which we believe possesses su/icient 


virtue and power to overcome all difficulties; io re- 
move every stumblisg block out ef the way of breth- 
ren; and ultimately to diffuse a spirit of perfect paci- 
fication through the whole family of man. Let us all 
seize the golden opportunity, and if we ** have aught 
against a brother,’ exhibit this bright trait in the 
practical character of our religion. Let the world 
see that a hope in the forgiveness of sins, begets m our 
hearts a forgiving dispositicu. It was with a view to 
accelerate a just and satisfactory settlement uf any 
differences which may hereafter occur, that the re- 
solve inserted in the minutes, was unapimously passed. 
The course heretofore pursued hy the Convention, has 


p 7 ; ; 
in the increase and extent of the connexion, become 


burdensome, and therefore, untenable. ‘The mem- 
bers have spread over a vast extent of country. In 
this imperfect state, ** offences must needs come,” and 
to carry them before the Convention, the annual ses- 
sions of which are, at times, extremely distant from 
each other, subjects the parties to great and needless 
inconvenience and expense. It is also believed that 
a vaciety of circumstances renders the Convention a 
less competent tribunal, than a select Council. Many 
of the members which compose it, necessarily live 
remote from the sceue of dificulty, are unacquainted 
with the nature of it, its origin, progress, and nameless 
circumstantial facts, a knowledge of which is essential 
to an equitable decision; but of which they have Do 
means of obtaining satisfactory information. A Coun- 
cil, selected from among intelligent and candid breth- 
ren, who live at a convenient distance, can easily g° 
to the very theatre of contention, make deliberate and 
close inquisition into all its circumstances, probe the 


_wounds deeply, and thus obtaining a critical knowl- 


: . . . e 
edge of its nature, and all its bearings, will be mor 


ikely to prescribe and apply a healing and effectual ; 
remedy. There are many other considerations which. 
night be urged in vindication of this measure, but 1} 
The nature of the case will sugges 
e appro 
hall 


s unnecessary. 
its propriety, and insure, we are confident, th 
‘ation of every brother. But it is hoped that we * 


ul connect with this approbation, a fixed purpose of 


; . er- 
heart, to learn wisdom from the things we have suff 


ed, aud in future, to keep to the utmost of our powers, 
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“ the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” This} And now, dear brethren, may we all prove } ie Se 
isa subject on which we cannot too frequently, or | expert in multiplying this sort of evidence, and with- 
too zealously stir up the minds of each other. To| out the least division, ** add to our faith virtue ; and 


this, let the brethren in the ministry, and particularly | to virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge temperance ; 





those who have just entered the vineyard, take early | and to temperance patience ; and to patience godli- | 


and perpetual heed. It constitutes the very marrow ;hess; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 


and fatness of ministerial usefulness. Eloquence is | brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you 
nothing, talents are nothing, and boasted virtues are | &abonnd,they make you that ye shall neither be barren | 





63 


that it is altogether fallacious. Jesus speaks of the 
wicked as being cast into the valley of Hinnom, into 
| the unquenchable fire, where the worm dieth not.—- 

Yet ‘* in the valley of Hinnom, the worm died when 
its food failed, and the pile on which human sacrifices 


were burnt to Moloch was often extinguished.”»—.Vew- 
come. 














nothing, if dissociated from that ‘charity which think- 
eth no evil, speaketh no evil, beareth all things, and 
which never faileth.”? ‘* By this shail all men know 
that ye are.my disciples, if ye have love one to anoth- 
er.’ The future prosperity of the cause in which we 
are engaged requires only a general concentration of 
efforts. Let all ** who have named the name of Christ 
strive together for the faith of the gospel,” and we 
may fear no evil, for no weapon formed against us can 
prosper. 

Before closing this circular, it is thought expedient 
tosuggest to our brethren, the importance of an in- 
creased attention to the annual meetings of the Con- 
vention. At every session, some Societies are not rep- 
resented by a delegate, or by any direct communica- 
tion. We of course cannot have so perfect a knowl- 
elge of the general connexion as is desirable, or as 


‘n runfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 


| Christ.” 


| 


By order, S. STREETER. 


From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer, 


UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. 


ology, which has been employed to establish the doc- 
trine of eternal misery, is never used for such a pur- 
pose iy the scriptures,this part of the argument will be 
relinquished. To judge of a scripture phrase, you are 





decision ; but you are to compare it with itsell in eve- 


to select no particular chapter and abide its supposed | 


These emblematical images, expressing hell, were 
in use among the Jews befure our Saviour’s time.— 
| ‘The son of Sirach says, vii. 7, * The vengeance of the 
| ungodly is fire and worms.’ Judith xvi. 17; ‘The 

Lord will take vengevace on the nations, &c., in the 
day of judgment, in putting fire and worms in their 
| flesh.’ °—Lowth’s Note on Isaiah Ixvi. 24. 
| When it is said that every one shall be salted with 


It is often contended that the scriptures unequivo- , fire, or every sacrifice is salted with salt, this is to be 
cally aflirm the endless punishment of the wicked, by 
using language that will admit of no other interpreta- |‘. 15, but figuratively, with the salt of divine assis‘ 
tien. But should it be clearly proved that the phrase- | @uce and instruction. Salt being a preservative of 


understood, * not literally as the law requires, Levit. 


j food from laasty corruption, was among the Jews an 
emblem of virtue and knowledge, by which the mind 
‘is purified. Coloss. iv. 6; * Let your speech be al- 
ways with grace, seasoned with salt.’ "—Newcome. 

That the phrase unquenchable fire, upon which so 
‘much stress is always laid in the argument for Endless 


the interests of the body require. Would it not tend, ity part of the Book, and with similar expressions, that | Misery, does not denote a fire which shall never cease, 


in various ways, to advance the common interest. 
should each Society in the connexion, not represented 


by a messenger, uniformly send a letter to the Con-| 


vention, stating the numbers of members, how many 
have joined or left, during the previous year, how 
much preaching it has had, what numbers usually at- 
tend publick worship, and a plain account of its gen- 
eral condition and prospects? And may not the 
Clerks of the respective Associations afford much aid 


, . . | 
to the general cause, by forwarding to the Convention | 


in writing, as detailed a report of the Societies in fel- 
lowship, the number of members belonging to each re- 
spectively, &c. as convenience may permit? These 
sugvestions, the brethren will duly consider, and reg- 
ulate their proceedings agreeably to their convictions 
of propriety’ Let us constantly bear in mind that one 
zreat motive in all our united efforts, is the promotion 
ot practical sobriety, righteousness and godliness in the 
world. A principle design in all our labours at pres- 
ent, is to convince mankind that this is, in fact, the 
vatural tendency of the faith which we cherish and 
disseminate. The great battle with respect to doc- 
trine has already been fought; the victory is won : 
“We are more than conquerors through him that lov- 
edus.’ The field is ours; and we have now little to 
doexcept to remove the rubbish; to cultivate the 


'you may come to a conclusion, that after investigation 
shall not weaken. For want of this faithful analysis, 
some are driven about by every wind of doctrine ; 
while others fancy any thing may be proved from the 
scriptures, and that consequently they are of no worth. 
‘To induce a study of the divine oracles, that all 
things may be tested, and the good retained, and that 
/each may be able to give a reason for the hope that is 
| in him, we present our readers with the following “Il- 
lustrations of the Divine Government, by T. South- 
wood Smith, M. D.” 


Of the argument in favour of endless misery, derived 
from the phrase Unquenchable Fire. 


The following passages have been deemed decisive 
proofs of the endless duration of the misery of the 
wicked. 

Matt. xxv. 41; ‘* Depart from me ye cursed into 
eternal or lasting fire.’ Jude 7; ‘‘As Sodom aud Go- 
morrow are set forth for an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire.” This fire has been extin- 
guished long ago. Matt. iii. 12; * But he will burn 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Mark ix. 45,—49; 
‘And if thy hand cause thee to offend, cut it off; it is 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go to hell, into the fire that never shall 





soil, aud to render it fruitful in every good word and 
work. But refined speculations,learned criticisms,Jand 
levelling arguments will not of themselves, accom- 
piish the object. Without the enriching influence of | 
practical goodness, they are ‘** as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal.” A peaceable and holy life is the | 
only sound logick in this case. This will exert an ir- 
tesistible power over gainsayers. It will effectually 
put to silence, the tongue of foolish men. Let the 
pure light of universal grace shine in all our lives, and 
*pposition to the moral tendency of our faith must 
cease, wherever it is known. This is evident from 
facts within our observation. In all cases, the most is 
said against this faith, where the least is known of it ; 
and where people generally, have had the best oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted with its principles, and 
their influence upon society, there is the least opposi- 
tion to it, as being dangerous and immoral in its tend- 
eucy, Indeed, where people have barely heard of 
this heavenly doctrine, but are entirely ignorant of its 
character, the lip of detraction knows no bounds; but 
- the mind becomes acquainted with it, the virulenc: 
*! opposition ceases; and where it is thorougly under- 
stood, the noisy tongue of slander itself, dares only 
Whisper its unfriendly insinuations. This plain tact 
peaks volumes in favour of our general system of faith. 





lis not quenched. And if thy toot cause thee to offend, 


l ter into the kingdom o1 God with one eye,thav having 


be quenched, where their worm dieth not, and the fire 


cut it off; it is better for thee to enter halt into life, 
than having two feet to be cast into hell, ino the fire 
that never shall be quenched. And if thine eye cause 


thee to offend, pluck it out; it is*better for thee to en- 


two eyes to be cast into hell fire, where their worm de- 
eth not, and the fire ts not quenched ; for every one 
shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shail be 
salted with salt.”” 

It is argued that our Lord in this passage repeats 
five times, that the fire into which the wicked are 
cast, shall never be quenched ; that three times he 
speaks of hell as a place where the worm dieth not, 
and that still farther to show the perpetuity of the sui- 
erings of the wicked, he adds, ** for every one shall be 
salted with fire.’ As it is the property of salt to pre- 
serve, it is argued, that the inference justly deducible 
from this awful intimation is, that this fire, while it 
torments its unhappy victims, shall not put a period to 
their existence, but, contrary to its natural effect, con- 
tinue them in being. 

A careful examination of this passage will show 
that this argument is founded upon a false interpreta- 


-is most certain. The following passages afford irresis- 
| tible evidence, that it is coustantly used in the Scrip- 
| tures in a limited sense. 

Jer xvii. 27; ‘* But if ye will uot hearken unto me, 
‘to hallow my Sabbath day, and not to beara burthen, 
even entering iu at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sab- 
| bath day, then will I kindle fire in the gates thereof, 
'and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, AND IT 
| SHALT. NOT BE QUENCHED.’ Yetthe same prophet 
| predicts that Jerusalem shall be rebuilt, ch. xxx. 18, 
| &c. 

Ezek. xx. 45—-48; ‘* Moreover the word of the 
Lord came unto me saying, Son of Man, set thy face 
towards the south, and say to the forestsof the south, 
'Hear the word of the Lord. Behold I will kindle a 
| fire in thee, and it shall devour every green tree in 
| thee, and every dry tree, the flaming flame shail not be 
quenched, and all faces from the south to the north, 
shall be burned therein, and all flesh shall see that | 
the Lord have kindled it; i shall not be quenched.” 

If it be supposed that these menaces were actually 
executed upon Jerusalem, and that when this devoted 
_city was destroyed, the prophecy was literally accom- 
| plished, it must be admitted that the fire which consu- 

med it is already extinguished, and that therefore the 
| scriptural meaning of an unquenchable fire is not one 
/which has no termination. If these dreadful threat- 
enings be more justly considered as figurative, it must 
be allowed that they express the Divine displeasure, 
and the severity of the punishment which is inflicted 
on the disobedient, but not that they determine any 








| thing relative to its duration. 


Isaiah xxxiv. 9—11; ‘And the streams thereof (of 
the land of Idumea) shall be turned into pitch, and 
the dust thereof into brimstone, the land thereof shal] 
become burning pitch. Jt shall nat be quenched night. 
nor day: the smoke thereof shall go up forever; from 
generation to generation it shall be waste ; none shall 
pass through it forever. But the cormorant and the 
bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven 
shall dwell in it; and he shall stretch out upon it the 
line of confusion, and the stone of emptiness.” 

No fire, with which the wicked are threatened, is 
expressed in‘language so strong as this, yet it is obv ous 
that this praseology cannot denote a fire which shall 
never end; for if any one can believe that Idumea 
was really turned into pitch and brimstone, and set on 
fire, yet it is impessible to suppose, that it will contin- 
ue burning through the ages of eternity; and ifthe 
denunciation be interpreted in a figurative sense, the 
calamities it threatens must be understood to be of a 
temporal nature, and therefore of limited duration. 





tion of the metaphors which are here employed, and 
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From the Emporium. 


STANZAS. 


The glittering gems of pride and power, 

Are worthless baubles dearly bought, 
For honours perish in an hour, 

And human pride must come to nought— 
As witnesseth tbe restless breeze 

That stirs the leaf in midnight’s gloom, 
And moans amid the bending trees 

That shade a mighty monarch’s tomb. 


It is the voice of wisdom cries, 
There is but oNE true sourse of bliss 
Beneath the blue and bended skies, 
Where man may drink, and it is this— 
RELIGION’s pure, life giving spring, 
That flows its crystal fountain o’er, 
From which the sou] that drinks shall wing 
Its upward flight, and thirst no more. 


As oft to Siloam’s troubled wave, 

In other days, the suffering came, 
In the miraculous fount to lave 

The palsied limb and brow of flame— 
So he who from the world returns, 

In sickness, penitence, and grief, 
Tho’ fierce the withering fever burns 


His inmost soul, may find relief. MARIAN. 








From the (Providence) Christian Telescope. 





ILLUSTRATION OF REV. XXII. 11. 


In conformity with the promise before given, we 
proceed to offer an illustration of the second and last 
passage which Mr. Crossman so earnestly recommend- 
ed te the consideration of his hearers, when he form- 
ally renounced his belief in the gospel of God’s impar- 
tial grace. 

Rev. xxii. 11; ** He that is unjust, let him be un- 





of the gospel. The most that could be done in that 


state of affairs, was to strengthen and encourage such 
as were already discipled, and suffer those who were 
hostile to the interests of christianity to remain in the 
filth of idolatry and the practice of injustice, till the 
Prince of peace should make his second appearance. 
It may also be viewed as a caution against the adop- 
tion of anycoercivemeasuresto correct the irregularities 
of those who were believers, and yet denied their faith, 
through fear of persecution. The same sentiment is 
conveyed in the prohibition of the man who sowed good 


seed in his field, contained in his reply to the servants, | 


who desired permission fo pluck up the tares which they 
beheld growing among the wheat. ‘These two passa- 
ges strongly imply the unskilfulness of human wisdom, 
and the insufficiency of human means alone, to effect 
a reformation by any coercive measures, and that the 
adoption of such means would only tend to overthrow 
the faith of those who rejoiced in the mild, forbearing 
and impartial genius of the gospel. It also reminded 
the disciples that the administration of rewards and 
punishments was not theirs, but the work of the great 
Head of the Church. Hence he informs them—3. 
** Behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work shall be.” This 
language of the Saviour places the whole subject in 
an easy and familiar light,and shows with great clear- 
ness, that a future state of existence was not implied 


by the language of the preceding verse; since the | 


time of his coming was near at hand, and not afar off. 
As a concomitant testimony, see Matt. xvi. 27, 28; 
** For the Son of man shall come in the glory oi his 
Father, with his angels; and then he shall reward ev- 
ery man according to his works. Verily | say unto 


you, there be some standing here, which shall not | 


taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in 
his kingdom.” 

Thus we see, bya little attention tothe passage 
and its immediate connexions, that instead of affording 
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SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE, 

Gen. LAPAYFTTE arrived in Philadelphia, Sept. 28 
In the procession on the ocaasion was a Car Ry 
taining a body of Printers, at work at case and press 
the latter striking off, and distributing an Ode on the 
occasion. 
| Illumination in honour of Lafayette. At 7 o’clock 
the City was in a blaze of light. Numerous transpa. 
-rencies were exhibited, which displayed exquisite 
taste and elegance. Windows were arrayed with 
beautiful marble and alabaster, and decorated with 
| the fairest contents of the green houses. The United 
States Bank was a perfect anomaly in illumination.— 
, The lights were so arranged as not to be seen, and 
the doors being thrown open so as to discover the inte- 
rior, the whole building presented the appearance of 
a palace of transparent marble. 


| A meeting recently held in Philadelphia has unan- 

imously adopted resolutions in favour of an immedi- 
ate erection of a monument to Washington. A sub- 
| scription for this object was immediately commenced, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
** Mikros”’ shall appear in next week’s paper. 








MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By the Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Benjamin Brown to 
| Miss Margaret Holbrook.—Mr. Aaron Coffin to Miss 
_ Mary Pecker. 

By the Rev. J. Pierpont, Mr. Oren Nichols,of Bruns- 
_ wick, Me. to Miss Mary R. Stone, of Reading. 

| By the.Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Thomas B. Parks, o/ 
| South Berwick, Me. to Miss Sarah Jackson. 

Ov Sunday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, ™: 


just still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; | any support to the doctrine for which Mr. Crossman John Q. Adams, to Miss Experience Davie, formerly 
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still ; | has quoted it, the text and context, when taken to- 


and he that is holy let him be holy still.” 

This passage, it seems, was quoted to support the 
doctrine of endless misery, and to show that the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation is not true. But does this 
passage contain any thing that looks like endless mis- 


ery’ Does it even say any thing about a future state? | 


We have examined the text with care and attention, 
and cannot discover that it relates toa state beyond 
the present mode of being. As the text neither ex- 
presses or implies any thing like the sentiment of end- 
iess misery, it may be proper to inquire what its mean- 
ing is, as here used. 

In order to compass this object with the greater ease, 
it is expedient to consider it in connexion with the 
preceeding and succeding verses. ‘* And he saith un- 
to me, seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this 


Book: for the time isat hand. He that is unjust, let | 


him be unjust still ; and he which is filthy, let him be 
filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righ- 
teous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still, 
Aud behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” 

1. ‘his prophetic instruction forbade St. John to 
seal the sayings of the vision, because the time of their 
fulfilment was at hand. 2. It recognises a truth be- 
fore announced by the inspired prophet; Jer. xiii. 23; 
**Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the Leopard 
his spots? ¢hen may ye also do good, who are accus- 
tomed to do evil.” This language was addressed to 
the house of Israel; and the declaration of their pun- 
ishment, (a lemporal punishment) follows in the verses 
nextin succession. When the vision under consider- 
ation was disclosed to St. John, the persecution of the 
christians was raging in all its fury, under the power, 
both of Jews and heathens; so that there was very 
little prospect of adding to the number of believ- 
ers, by converting its enemies to the faith and practice 





gether, afford direct evidence of the falsity of his 
scheme, by discountenancing the doctrine of endless 
misery. 


—at | > * 


From the Rochester Magazine. 





NEW CHURCH. 


The corner stone of the Universalist Church in the 
village of Parma, was laid the 27th of May, with ap- 


| Plymouth. 
| In Cambridge Port, by the Rev. T. Whittemore,Mr. 
| Ebenezer Chamberlain, to ¥ iss Hannah Foster. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_————— 
DIED IN THIS CITY, 

On Friday, Ist inst. Mrs. Mary Hills, wife of Mr. 
Wm. H. aged 34.—Mr. Nathan Griggs, aged 39. 

On Saturday last, Miss Lllen Coffey, daughter of 
| Mr. John C, aged 24. 
| On Sunday, Mrs. Mary Bannor, wife of Mr. Peter 
| B. aged 46. 
On Monday, Fdward Phelps, son of Mr. Jonas P. 








es 


‘aved 18.—Mr. William Grives. 


propriate solemnities, by the officers and brethren of | "in Monday, Mrs. Betsey, wife of Mr. Silas Stick- 


Parma Lodge, No. 340 of free and accepted Masons, 


assisted by the brethren of Wells Lodge, Rochester,& | 


others. Prayer by the Rey. Mr. Barns; Oration by 
the Rev. John S. Thompson; Eulogy on Masoury and 
Benediction, by the Rey. L. Knapp. 

The house is 50 feet by 15; hasan elegant stee- 
ple; stands in the very centre of the village, opposite 
the Parma Hotel; and will be enclosed in the present 
month. Our distant readers will be surprised to hear 
that is the first house erected for worship, on the 
Great Ridge Road, between the Genesee and Niaga- 
ra rivers, a distance of 75 miles. 

The corner stone contains the following inscription. 
To tHE ONE ONLY GOD, soL_e pPRoPpRiETOR oF 
THE UNIVERSYK, this edifice is erected for his worship 
by the FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCLETY OF PARMA, Mon- 
roe Co. N. Y. The Society would hereby inform pos- 
terity that they are believers in the covenant which 
God made to Abraham, thatin his seed, which is 
Christ, all the kindreds of the earth shall be blessed ; 
and that in the execution of this covenant, Jesus the 
Mediator, will restore all fallen intelligencies to eter- 
nal purity and happiness; so that peace and bliss will 
universally peryade the vast empire of intellectual 
nature 


iney, of Beverly, aged 48. ; 
On Tuesday morning, Capt. John Kendrick, teacher 

of Navigation, aged 54. ’ 
On the 7th inst. Albert Metcalf, only son of Mr. Ca- 

leb Metcalf, aged 1 year, 10 months, and 22 days. 
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